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Message from the President

Em’;:lg:.- to you and SPRING! With any luck, by the time we hold our April 22nd
Forum, the weather will be suitably seasoral and we will be invigorated and eager as
brmirttes b hear our presenlers,

I must apologize for two unintentional misstatements in the Jamury rewsletter. In
my zeal to “institutionelize” a ! for our meeting dates I said: “Mark your calendars
st drd same the last Thursday in April, July and Cctober.” [ ought to have qualified
that lry sawing the FOURTH Thursday of those months, as in the case of April 2004,
there are five Thursdays. We will meet on the fourth Thursday of April, the 22nd.

Mearsiohile, our frntention bo wse the City Club met with the obstacle of wnrvailability
ot our chosen date. Board member, Rocky River Councilworman Pamela Bobst has
graciously arranged for our forum lo be held in her city’s Civic Center. Hopefully, we
will be successfil for the remaining sunrer and fall forums and hold them of the Entbassy
Suites in July and the City Club in October.

Orur mernber directory usll be mailed bo rvery council member this month. With the
focus on regionsl initiatives and solubion seeking cvidenced daily in our news media,
please determine if your neighboring contmunity is a NOCCA member. If they are not,
please miake an effort to help us recruit them into the membership and the camaraderie
that exists within the orgenization.

The coming forum topic is HOT! We are inded fortunate to have such a distinguishad
parte] speaking to us given the nurmber of programs underway to address this sulyed.
Most events are being held at times difficull for many of us te attend, The newspaper
writers, the television ond radio newes commentators, business leaders, oivic leaders, all
are inderested in discussing the several proposals being considerad for the fall election.

As policy influencers, our charge o be well informied and artfeulate about the subject
is extremely clear. Our opportunity to be voices in this county wide debate has never
been greater. Certainly, our Mayors have a leading role in defining the debate, in the
mugarttinne, we are the financiol guardions of our commnarities” resources, and collectively,
v furpe o bigger voice. How easy will it be fo sty opintos touserd o better mitcome for
all of the residents in all of our communities withou! first convincing us, their councl
leaders.

A March 30th Plain Dealer article ilustrated several southern and western suburs
discussions of combining services. The imperative of challenging finencial times will
lead ws all to this type of discussion. NOCCA has a distinet adpantage in the well
develaped, respectful, ron-partisan relatiovships tat have been buill between its mevrbers
over our nearly fifteen year history. We exoel af sharing best prractices, innovative ideas,
ard mubual concerns. Clearly as council persons, we have contpelling reasons as good
stetoerds lo be change seckers when change benefits the residents we serve,

With that in mind, 1 encourage you to make a commitment fo attend this very
informative program and delermine for yourself if change i needed.

Kablewm E. Gencbatese
President, MOCC A, Inc.
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PLAN TO ATTEND THE

APRIL FORUM

THURSDAY,
April 22, 2004
Don Umerley Civic Center
Memorial Hall
21016 Hilliard Boulevard
Rocky River

“Back to the Future: A Plan
for Cuyahoga County
Government - Do We Need
the Change?"”

GUEST SPEAKERS:
STEVEN EAUFMAN, Thompson

Hine LLP Presicdent, Cleveland Bar
Aszociation

MARE 5. ROSENTRALR,
Professor and Dean, Maxine
Coodman Levin College of Livban
Adiates, Cleseland Stare University

MICHAEL J. THOMAS, Cluzen's
Lq':q.pr of Crenter Clevelnnd

Reghirabion, Meel & Gevel £:00 pm
Wekome 45 pm
Program, folewed by Q& A's .90 pm
Program Coe hudes #:00 pm

Frurgm & FRES OF CHARGE forpad e, Mo
eshirs & noa-member guesss e §10 sach
indwiuals unabio o afend who il o ghve @ 24-
Pcmer niotice: of canciskaion will be bellad.

Please make your resenvatons by
lulu:;rnhrnln'ﬂﬂ.m

Prone: 216-382-2458  Fax; 216-382-5105

JANUARY FORUM HIGHLIGHTS:

“MOVING FROM DEVELOPMENT TO REDEVELOPMENT"”

In the last two years, Cuyshoga County has lost about 1% of its
population, or about 15,000 people. Some suburbs in

Lewin College of Uirban Afairs ot Cleveland Szite University, has

the county lost population, while some gained. The years
2000-2002 showed gains in outlying counties: Geagua
T%: Lake |'E: Medina 5%; Porage |%; and Summit |5
Greater Clevelanders are moving to the ocutlying counties,
and growth and wealth seem to be moving to the counties
around us. How healthy is Cuyehoge County? How
do fully developed counties grow while maintaining
a strong tax base? What con we do about it? Those

been speaking on these ksues for some time. Dr. Bier
talked about the impact of how the dwindling vacant
housing stock has affected our communities by not being
able to add any real estate, and thus not being able to
grow our tax base. This s the hard reality of becoming a
fully developed community and not being able to add new
development. Real estate development enables the tax
base of a commaunicy 1o grow and expand, This is true at
the local and county levels. VWhere we are today is roughly

where we were inthe [930', we've just eatended the territocy
farther out. Mow, Cuyahoga County accommodates about 113 of
the new housing stock and 213 & out in the other counties, which

Continued on Page 1

and other kssues were addressed at the January forum.

Owr first featured speaker, Dr. Thomas Bier, Executive in
Residencn at the Center for Housing, Research and Policy at tha




BENNETT'S MUNICIPAL CORNER

BACK TO THE FUTURE:
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL BLUEPRINT?

From all corners of Cuyahoga County and
bayond, there is a realizatson that it i teme
for a change from independent action to
regional action. Revitalimtion of northeast
Crhio's economy is the whirkwind that is
stirring the air to miove towards a regional
developrment strategy to stop the “brain
drain”, attract nw business 1o the county
and rage the quality of e, Part of that
strategy Includes 4 rendwed interest in
streamiining county government from s
present elected Board of three
Commissioners, Prosecutor, Coroner,
Sheriff, Clerk of Courts, Engineer,
Treasurer, Auditor and Recorder, This
intenest is not new, The most recent past
intierest ocourred in February | 995 when
then Commissioners Boyle, Hagan and
Weingart appointed the Citizens
Committee for County
Government Reform,

headed by Kathleen

L. Barber. The

Committea’s

misgion was “To

imitiate

discussion, direct research and
recommend actions for county-wide
governing that will promote

accountobility and enoble county
povernment to deliver high quality
public service in the most efficlent,
cast effective and equitable manner,™
The committee Bsued a final report on
April 30, 19945 recommending a council-
executive form of povernment for the
county. The recommendathon was naver
put on the ballot for a vote of the people.

Today, there are not ona but three plans
in the raking 1o put a change In county
governament structune on the ballot this
November. One i from the privace
soctor, another s from a coalition of a
cittzen's action growp and 2 political party,
and another i 1o ba from the current
County Commissioners. If a plan's
initiators are not the current County
Commissioners, its proponents must
gather over 38,000 valid vorer signatures
oin 3 petition by midsummer (o place the
plan on the ballet in Movember. The
current County Commissioners can
simply place a plan on the balor without
a petition,

It Is said that tha remowval of offices from
direct vote o appolntment as
recommended by the 1996 Plan and

others imvolves 3

boss of patronage
for a political
party in povwar
and a possible
gain by the party
not in power. It
is also said that a more efficient cownty
government with a regional outlook
redulres that ol citles and townships give
on specific issues on occasion for the
cammon good. For the foreseeakbla
future, though, it is doubthul that “for the
comman pood” will evolve in Cuyahoga
County to only a cownty government
such as happened in Loulsville, Kentucky
recently, Above all, & is said that a more
streamlined councy government
structure will be better suited to handle
o etropolitan problerns. What do pou
say!

Come o the NOCCA forem on April
22nd to hear the talks on change, 1o share
your apnsons, and oo be better informed
on changing the structure of Cuyahoga
Ciounty powernment.

Sar beveitred by

Steven Hennment
City af Universisy Nelghity

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE JANUARY FORUM

Coantinwed from Page |

Is why they are growing, This is driven by where there is vacant land on which to buld Cuyahoga County is ax the point where there is very
liethe land lefe o build cn. The oaly way this cownty hat a future i o find new places to build real estace. The anly place where these is
substantial amounits of space is in the City of Cleveland, spproximately 77 square miles. Euclid, for example, has land to redevelop, but it is
a problem to wipe out what is already there. What has o occur, in onder 1o keep this county moving in a positive direction, i a progressive

recycling of old, chsolete real estate.

| sl Kty G, Bk Hogph

S i dal Steve Seanel, Uiveran Hagpis Many Asn
Lok, My Vo Fillipe; famn Parkor Sukor fajphts,
Avle Cinllipher, Sonnpeeiiy Michels Stx, Prons Desds
Lorvey Aivgiland R Vitkape: Do Sraociors, Soofond, Sorse
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b sustainable and diverse. They

The second speaker, Chris Ronayne, City of Cleveland Panning Director, spoko
about the state of the City of Cleveland. He shared the city's real msue of the $22
milion in toces lost and how it nets out to the $1 bilion in family income lost in the
first years of the next century. The City of Cleveland is the place where suburbanites
bring family and friends from out of town. Since 1999, half the population lost has
been due to urban sprawd, Cleveland is not competing with Chicago, New York or
San Francizco. It's time to figure out how to compete in the Soate of Chio and in the
Midwest for population. Mr. Ronayne stated that economic divertity in a city that
was once an industrial manuficuring wwn & 3 key. This diversity can be achieved by
offering a variety of sectors of the service economy, cultivating the arts and
entertainment economees, bringing high technology fierms inte the city, and building
off the assets of University Circle and Cleveland Clinic. For example, The Clinic
brings approxirmatedy $360 millkon in annoad payroll and 1,500 job opporunities o
one location with annual salaries averaging $70,000, And in 2002-2003, some $15
million in revenue was penersted from entertainment events held in Cleveland. Planning
opportunites are abundant and are being explored with various options, =0 keep
your-eyes open o the changas-happening in Cleveland, “Compatitve T2zos”™ need
to focus on localism and they need to forge ties with their schools and they need to

nised po be “pleces” that are recognizable. Restoring and reshaping & about selling our
Identicy to 2 global audience. Ve are forced as a reglon/group of municipalities to compete,
and one of the ways in which e compete {5 to bulld “PLACE™. It is not just a location.
Places are special “places” people remember, migrate to and want to live near and spend

< 2004 EXECUTIVE BOARD =

Kathmyn I, Ginmbalese, Kichmond Flengid

Presilent

Vige Mresident
Dimnnkd Smenders, Mool

time near. Cleveland s working to budld
competitive “places’ as an antidots to urban
sprawd, 1o bring their share of populaton
back to the “Center Cicy™, which they hope
will be the whurban communities’ second
hiormie.

Knabmaiited by

framifa Love

Hillage of Highlamd Hills
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A mewsietier pollbished by the
Mo tfeae Cfins
Gty Councl Azssociaran, e,
PO Bow 241246
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Becrelary
Danila ). Lowe, .‘.l'.'_l.'l'ﬂ'.r.'.'\:l' Jrilte l.'l'.'.l_..'\.:'
Ireasurer
Cleve T, Svetlik, Poppor Pile

< MEMBERS AT LARGE <
Reoven [0, Bennetl, {fafmemady Mleiphis
Pameta E. Bobst, Mocly Bioer
Slary Ann Dirobnick, Fafiey Few Village
belschae| ). Callagher, Strograalic

O PAST PHESIDENT 4
lames B Cody, Sodfrd Fedgls




